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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. BONNER). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
May 3, 2006. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable JO BONNER 
to act as Speaker pro tempore on this day. 

J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Reverend Frank M. Deerey, Jr., 
Senior Pastor, First Baptist Church, 
LaBelle, Florida, offered the following 
prayer: 

Dear Heavenly Father, this morning 
I ask Your blessing upon the men and 
women who are gathered to conduct 
business as representatives for the peo-
ple of this great Nation. God, each of 
these leaders has a need on his or her 
heart, and I pray that You will be rec-
ognized as a God who will meet every 
need as You are called on to provide 
strength, wisdom and the discernment 
to make difficult decisions that will af-
fect so many people of the United 
States. 

Father, I pray for these leaders, who 
have been given the awesome responsi-
bility to lead, that You will guide them 
to lead in a way that pleases You and 
strengthens Your plan for this country. 
You have blessed the United States in-
credibly, and we give You praise for 
these blessings. Father, guide us to re-
member the words of the Psalmist to, 
‘‘Know that the Lord is God. It is He 
who made us; we are His people and the 
sheep of His pasture.’’ In Jesus’ Name, 
I pray. Amen. 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Florida (Mr. MEEK) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. MEEK of Florida led the Pledge 
of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING THE REVEREND 
FRANK M. DEEREY, JR. 

(Mr. FOLEY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to welcome our guest chaplain, 
the Reverend Frank Michael Deerey, 
Jr., who is currently serving as senior 
pastor at the First Baptist Church of 
LaBelle, Florida. 

I first met Pastor Deerey during a 
visit with Governor Jeb Bush after 
Hurricane Wilma hit south Florida, 
and we witnessed First Baptist Church 
of LaBelle’s humanitarian operation 
for the hurricane victims who were in 
need of a hot shower, meals, clothing 
and other resources. LaBelle is a small 
city with a big heart, and that was 
truly visible under Pastor Deerey’s 
leadership, as his church rallied along 
with the community to help those who 
were adversely affected by the wrath of 
Hurricane Wilma. 

Pastor Deerey was born in New Orle-
ans, Louisiana, and lived there until 

1995, when he came to Florida to serve 
in LaBelle. He received a bachelor of 
arts in 1979 from Southeastern Lou-
isiana University in Hammond, Lou-
isiana. In 1982, he received a master’s 
of divinity from New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary. Pastor Deerey 
was licensed and ordained as a minister 
and has served as youth pastor, asso-
ciate pastor and pastor at four Lou-
isiana churches. 

Since moving to Florida, Reverend 
Deerey has been actively involved in 
the community as president of the 
local unit of the Salvation Army and is 
currently serving the Hendry County 
Sheriff’s Office as chaplain. 

Pastor Deerey is married and has two 
children. His wife, Cathy, joins us 
today, and has taught in public schools 
for 27 years and currently is a school 
guidance counselor. His son is a grad-
uate of Embry-Riddle Aeronautic Uni-
versity in Daytona, Florida, and his 
daughter is currently enrolled in Edi-
son College in Fort Myers, Florida. 

It is a great pleasure to join our 
friends in LaBelle in welcoming Pastor 
Frank to the House Chamber to open 
our legislative day with prayer and 
thank him for all his services, not only 
to LaBelle but all of Florida. 

f 

COSPONSOR H.R. 4992, PUT 
VETERANS’ NEEDS FIRST 

(Mrs. KELLY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. KELLY. Mr. Speaker, we must 
always keep the promises we have 
made to our veterans who have dedi-
cated themselves to faithfully serving 
our country. However, under current 
law, veterans are being prohibited from 
using Medicare coverage at local VA 
hospitals. They can only use Medicare 
at non-VA hospitals, and they lose out 
on the personalized care they prefer to 
receive at VA hospitals. This forces 
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